
Historic Shepherdstown Receives $35,000 Grant from the Benedum Foundation 

Historic Shepherdstown and Museum is pleased to announce that it has received a $35,000 grant from 
the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation. The funds are designated specifically for several projects 
inside the Historic Shepherdstown Museum and to promote the Shepherdstown Historic District. 

“We are very excited to receive this grant and work with the Benedum Foundation on several projects that 
will enhance the Historic Shepherdstown Museum” said Jerry Bock, President of the Historic 
Shepherdstown Board of Directors. “This work will not only benefit the Museum but the Shepherdstown 
Historic District as well, providing informative historic markers on homes and businesses in the Historic 
District.” 

“The Benedum Foundation is pleased to partner with Historic Shepherdstown on this notable project. 
Preserving the history of West Virginia through museums and artifacts such as the 35-Star United States 
flag, allows for the sharing of cultural stories that are critical to the preservation of our heritage” said Kim 
Tieman, Benedum Foundation Vice President and Program Officer.      

The grant will allow Historic Shepherdstown to fund several long-planned projects. The organization will 
use at least $15,000 of the grant to conserve and encase a 35-star flag that it purchased in 2024. The flag 
is significant because West Virginia was the 35th state admitted to the Union. It was followed just over a 
year later by Nevada as the 36th state, so very few 35-star flags were produced.  

The flag will be displayed in the Historic Shepherdstown Museum as part of a plan to enhance the visitor 
experience. Display panels with a timeline of Shepherdstown history will be updated in addition to 
improved signage throughout the museum. A new museum guide will feature a brief history of the historic 
Entler Hotel and important artifacts displayed in the museum. 

The grant will also assist Historic Shepherdstown to initiate a program that will provide local property 
owners an opportunity to place markers on their homes and businesses that will highlight the historic 
significance of their property.   

Other plans for the funds include improving the local history section of the Historic Shepherdstown 
website and developing an educational travelling trunk that can be taken to local schools to help students 
learn the history of the town. 

The Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation has served West Virginia and Southwestern Pennsylvania 
since it was established in 1944 by Michael and Sarah Benedum. The Foundation makes grants to 
support specific initiatives in such areas as education, economic development, health, and community 
development. 

Historic Shepherdstown is a non-profit, membership organization dedicated to preserving 
Shepherdstown’s architectural character, and building public understanding of Shepherdstown’s 
distinctive history.  

You may also contact Historic Shepherdstown at 304-876-0910 or hsc1786@gmail.com.   
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